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Official Newsletter of the Serbian Orthodox Church of St. Petka-“Vratnica” in Troy
Issue No. 1 (December 16™-31%, 2007)

REGULAR SERVICES

Saturday: Vespers at 6 p.m.
Sunday: Divine Liturgy at 10 a.m.
Eve of Feast: Vigil at 6 p.m.
Feastday: Divine Liturgy at 10 a.m.

HELP RAISE FUNDS FOR OUR
FRESCOES!

The painting of our dome is currently in
progress. Our iconographer, Miloje
Milinkovic, will be finishing first phase of
his work in January. However, the
fundraiser for frescoes is ongoing and we
appreciate any donation you can give for
this God-pleasing project.

Listen to Our Religious-Spiritual
Radio Program
“15 MINUTES BY THE SPRING
OF ST. PETKA”
Saturday Evenings from 9 p.m. at
WNZK 680 AM

UPCOMING FEASTS

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
Wed. Dec. 19™

Divine Liturgy 10 a.m.
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FROM ST. PETKA’S
SPRING

“Cultivate in yourself the seed
of Faith, and reap Hope;
Cultivate Hope in God, and
reap Love;
Cultivate Love, and reap Good
Deeds;

Cultivate Good Deeds, and
reap Joy, Peace, Bliss,
Saintliness.”

TBishop Stefan of Zicha

PARISH EVENTS CALENDAR

Dec. 16™: Annual Assembly
Dec. 23"™: Children’s Day
Dec. 30™: Mother’s Day

VISIT OUR CHURCH STORE
...And check out our selection of
icons, icon lamps, crosses and gifts.
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JOIN ACTIVITIES IN OUR
CHURCH
St. Petka Choir
Circle of Serbian Sisters
Church School for Children

Visit Our Official Website at
www.saintpetka.org
for complete and updated info on our
parish life




In the pre-
paratory weeks before
Christmas, folk tradition
is quite uniform every-
where in Serbia.

The 3™ Sunday before
Christmas is dedicated
to children and is called
Detinjci [dé-tin-tsi].
Fathers and mothers tie
their children early in
the morning and the
children “untic them-
selves” |by paying a
ransom with a modest
gift]. Since it is always
the Sunday after St.
Nicholas we usually say:
“St. Nicholas brings
gifts to children that
morning.”

The 2" Sunday before
Christmas 1s dedicated
to mothers and it is
called Materice |[ma-te-
ri-tse], when mothers
are tied up. The 1%
Sunday before Christ-
mas is dedicated to
fathers and is called Oci
[o-tsi]. Then children
tie up their fathers who
give them gifts as
ransom. This mutual
giving is a gift of love
that creates festive
atmosphere in Christian
family circles.  Such
festive atmosphere was
created by the eastern
Magi when they came to
the Holy Family and
bowed to the God-child
with the gifts of
frankincense, gold and
myrrh. The symbolism
of this “tying” and
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Serbian Orthodox Church of St. Petka- “Vratnica” in Troy

“untying” of children
and parents is clear: we
are preparing for the
most joyous of Christian
feasts-Christmas, which
reconciled Man with
God, wntying him from
the bonds of sin and
tying him with the new
bond of love for God.
Wishing to meet His
coming tied with the
strongest bonds of
mutual love (for He is
Love-the perfect bond),
we tie each other for
Detinjci, Materice and
Oci; and we untie each
other with gifts. This
tradition goes out of the
family circle to all
relatives, friends and
acquaintances and in
this way we create a
spontaneous all Serbian,
all Orthodox, Christian
celebration of tying and
untying  before the
upcoming feast of the
Nativity of Christ Who
untied Adam and Eve
from eternal death and
gave them life eternal.
Materice is the feast of
holy Serbian mothers, as
well as Detinjei 1s the
day of holy Serbian
children; and Oci is the
day of holy Serbian
fathers.
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“SPRING OF ST. PETKA”
NEWSLETTER

HYMN OF PRAISE
Saint Nicholas the wonderworker,
Archbishop of Myra in Lycia

Holy Father Nicholas,

The four corners of the world glorify yo
As a knight of the powerful Faith,

The Faith of God, the true Faith.

From the cradle he was devoted to God,
From the cradle until the end;

And God glorified him—

His faithful Nicholas.

Famous was he throughout his life,
And even more renowned after death;
Mighty on earth was he,

And even more mighty is he in heaven.

Glowing spirit, pure heart,

He was a temple of the Living God;
For this the people glorify him

As a wondrous saint.

Nicholas, rich in glory,
Loves those who honor him as their Pati
Before the throne of the eternal God,

He prays for their good.

O Nicholas, bless us,

Bless your people

Who, before God and before you,
Humbly stand in prayer.

-St. Nikolai Velimirovié¢
The Prologue of Ohrid

“The deeds of parents are like books
from which children primarily learn.”
—St. John Chrysostom
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“U3BOP CBETE IIETKE”
3Bannunn muct Cpncke ITpaBocnasue Lipkse Ceere [leTke — “Bpatauna” y Tpoju
bpoj 1 (16.-31. nenembap 2007.ropu.)

PEJIOBHE CITYXBE [PE/ICTOJERH NAPOXMICKH KAJIEHIIAP
ITPASHHAIIA 16.ten.: I'ogumisba Cynmraaa
CyGora: Beuepme y 6 yBete Csern Hukona Yygorsopan 23.nen.: leTumin
. . : Cpena, 19. nenem6bap 30.1en.: Marepuiie
Hepema: Crerallurypruja y 10 yjyrpy Csicie g 106
Haseuepje npa3auka: bjicanje y 6 yBeue TSRS SO TIPS
IIpasauk: Ceera JIntypruja y 10 yjyrpy

Y IIPKBEHOJ ITPOJJABHUIIA
IIOMO3UTE NPUKYILVbABE ...AMaMO BEJIHKH H360p HKOHa,
CPEJICTABA 3A HAIIIE ®PECKE KaH[1/1a, KpCTOBa U NOKJIOHA.
TpenyTHO je y TOKY oOc/IHKaBame Haue A 1117
kynone. Ham w#KoHommcan, Munoje PN, il a8
Mumsgosnh, 3aBpmmhe npBy a3sy <amme s b NPANPYXHUTE CE IPKBEHUM
pajioBa y jaHyapy. 'Mcbyﬂm, CKYIUbae A)%TH&I;IO(}_{I‘IMA
npuiora 3a ppecke je CTajaHo y TOKY, H MH CA M3BOPA CBETE % 3]:: Hc;:x &T:Tﬁa :
CMO BaM BeoMa 3axBaJlHM 34 CBaKH Balll jiap ETKE P P
3a OBO OOrOYrojffHoO ieJo. LIpkBeHa mKosia 3a ieny
“Hery]j y cebn ceme Bepe —

uunhn he maja;
Heryj nany y bora — nuhn he
bybOas;
Heryj imyb6aB — Huhu he

noOpOYMHCTBA;

Heryj no6pounncTBa — HuhH

he pagocT, MHp, GIIakeHCTBO,
CBETHTEILCTRO.

tenuckon Crecdan XKuukn

Crrymajte Ham qyXOBHO-PETMTHOZHA

pajuo nmporpam IToceTnTe Hanly 3BaHH4YHY HHTCPHET
“15 MUHYTA KPAJ U3BOPA CTpaHMIly Ha ajipecu
CBETE IIETKE” www.saintpetka.org
CyGoTom yBeue ofi 9 wacoBa Ha 3a IICJIOBHTA M CBeXa obaBelTema o
WNZK 680 AM HallleM aPOXHjCKOM XHBOTY




Y npunpeMHUM
HejesbaMa npej boxuh

HapojHH ofuuaju vy
Cpba cy, yriaBHOM,
CBYJla HCTH.

Tpeha wHepema npep
boxwuh mnocBehena je
M W 30BE  c€
Herammm. OueBH H
Majke H3jyrpa paHo
BE3Yjy CBOJY Jielly, a iena
UM ce “apeme” (najyhu
CKPOMaH HOKJIOH Kao
otkyn). IlomTo je TO
yBek Hejlelba no Cs.

Hukom, TO OOHYHO
Kaxemo Ja “Ceerm
Hukona Tora jyrpa

JTOHOCH JleIlH NoKJoHe!”
Hpyra Hepema 1pen
boxuh mnoceBehena je
MajkaMa ¥ 30Be ce
Marepare, xapa ce
Majke  Besyjy. Ilpsa
Hellelba 1npen  boxuh
nocBehena je oyeBEMa H
soBe ce Ongm. Tana nena
BE3Y]y CBOje O4YEBE KOJH
HM JiaJy T[OKJIOHE V
orkyn. OBo y3ajaMHO
“npememe’ je y3ajaMHO
YHIHEHE TMOKIOHA JbyDa-
BH, KOj€ CcTBapa IIpas-
HUYHY — CBeYaHy aTMo-

chepy y NOPOAHYHHM
xpuimmhaHckKuM  Kpyro-

BUMa. TakBy npasHUYHY
aT™Mocepy CTBOPHIIH CY
Mynpanu ucrounu Cge-
To] Ilopogumu borope-
TeTa MNOKJOHHBIIH My
ce y Burnejemckoj mne-
huHE y3 lapoBe: TaMjaH,
31aTO0 B cMUpHY. CHM-
BOJIMKAa OBOI' y3ajaMHOT
“Be3WBama 2 H  “JIpe-
mema  Jiele H pojuTesba
je jacHa: MpUIIPEMaMo ce
3a JIOYeK HajpajlocHHjer
Mpa3HuKa XpHImhaHCKOr
- boxwnha, ko je
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NOMHPHO 4YOBEKa ca
boroMm, opgpemmBmIE ra
Be3a  TIPEXOBHHMX, a
BC3dBIITH ra HOBOM
Be3oM JbyOaBu 3a bora.
Y xembmn, pnakne, fa
Heros qoJia3aK cavuckKa-
MO Be3aHH HajuBpnrhuMm
Be3aMa MebycobHe Iby-
6aBd (jep je ¥ On -
boxuh - JbybaB, koja je
“cBe3a  CaBpIIEHCTBA),
MH ce o JleTHILIIHMA,
Marepunama w1 Onuma
mebycob6HO “BesyjeMo” H
“npemumMo’. Taj obuuaj
npejla3d  Hame Iopo-
JUYHE Kpyrose H mpo-
CTHpE Ce Ha Hale po-
bake, mpHjaTebe H CBe
NO3HAHUKE, W TAKO Ha-
cTaje CIOHTAHO OMNIITE
CPICKO, NpaBOCIaBHO —
XpHuIhaHCKO ClIaBIbE
Be3WBamkba M Jiperiema
npel HacTymajyhu mnpa-
3auKk Pohema Cnacn-
TEJLEBOT, Koju je
ofppemno Apnama u EBy
O]l BEYHE CMpPTH H Jia-
pPOBAa0 UM XXHBOT BEYHH.
Marepune cy npasHHK
CBETHX CpPIICKHX MajKH,
Kao mrTo cy deTHmnu
JlaH CBETE CPIICKE JIene, a
Onu 1aH CPIICKUX CBETHX
oTarna.
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Cpncka IMpasocnaBua Lpksa Csete [letke — “BpaTauna” y Tpoju

“U3BOP CBETE IIETKE”
LHPKBEHHUA JIUCT

CIIABCKA IIECMA
Cserom Hukonajy MupmakujckoM

YynorBopny

Cseror ona Hukonaja
Yerup’ crpane cBeTa cnase
K’0 BuTe3a cunue Bepe,
Bepe boxje, Bepe npase.

On koneske Bory npenan,
On koneske cBe 10 Kpaja;
[1a npocnasu n bor mera —
Csor Bepnora Hukomnaja.

3a xuBoTa cnaBaH Oerie,
A 1O CMPTH JOIII ClIaBHUJH,
Mohan Geme 1 Ha 3eMIbH,
A ca nHeba jomr MohHHUJH.

Cserna nyxa, ycTra cpua,
On xpam O6eme xuBor bora;
Hapoju ra 3ato ciase

Kao cBena uypecHora.

borar cnaom Huxkonaje,

OH cBeuape cBoje BOJIH,

IIpen npecronom Beunor bora
3a BHUXHO ce 100po MOJIH.

bnarocnosu, Hukonaje,
bnarocnosu myjie TBOJE,

lITo npen borom u npeyt To6om
Ha MOIMTBH CMEPHO CTOjE€.

-CB. Hukonaj Benumuposuh
Oxpujicku nposnor

“Ilena poguTe/ba Cy Kao KHHIe H3
KOJHX ce Tpe cBera jiera yue.”
-Csetn JoBan 3natoycrn

www.saintpetka.org



